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CORRUPTION IN PAKISTAN
According to a report by Transparency International, 25% of
Pakistanis had to pay a bribe just the past year to access a public
service, while 35% of them believed that there was an increase in
corruption within that same timeframe. This can be seen by the fact
that Pakistan dropped down four spots in the Corruption
Perceptions Index, which is based on how corrupt the citizens of a
country perceive their public institutions to be. Currently, Pakistan
ranks 124 out of 180 countries in the Corruption Perceptions Index,
where the lower the ranking is, the more corrupt a country is
perceived to be by its citizens. This is especially concerning for
Pakistan, as for decades the general population is losing faith in
their state institutions and there is a growing state of mistrust over
how state funds are managed and a lack of transparency.

BACKGROUND
Corruption affects all areas of
society. Preventing corruption
unlocks progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals,
helps protect our planet, creates
jobs, achieves gender equality,
and secures wider access to
essential
services
such
as
healthcare and education. While
it is everyone’s right to benefit
from
strong
anti-corruption
efforts,
misconduct
and
wrongdoing is stealing away
valuable resources at a time
when they are most needed to
respond to and recover from the
COVID-19 crisis.

1 in 4 Pakistanis
had to give a bribe
to access a public
service in the past
year

35% of Pakistanis
believe there has
been an increase
in corruption

124

35%

Pakistan is ranked 124
out of 180 countries on
the Corruption
Perceptions Index.
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2021 INTERNATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION DAY
The 2021 International Anti-Corruption Day seeks to highlight the rights
and responsibilities of everyone - including States, Government officials,
civil servants, law enforcement officers, media representatives, the
private sector, civil society, academia, the public and youth - in tackling
corruption.

ANTI-CORRUPTION
AWARENESS WALKS
BY SSDO
To highlight the ramifications of
corrupt practices and corruption in
Pakistan,
the
Sustainable
Social
Development
Organization
(SSDO)
organized a series of “Anti-Corruption
Awareness” walks on 9th December, the
International
Anti-Corruption
Day,
across the country. These walks, in
which a large number of public
partook, were held in Islamabad,
Lahore, Karachi, Sukkur, Multan and
Bahawalpur, as well as on several
university campuses. SSDO mobilized
citizens from an array of diverse
backgrounds such as civil society
organizations,
members
from
the
transgender community, journalists,
lawyers, public policy professionals,
students, activists and from the
informal sector.
The walks united common citizens on a
single platform where they could
collectively voice their opinion and let

The motive of organizing
this walk was to give the
common

citizens

visibility

in

highlight

their

of

public

Pakistan
spaces

opinions.

It

to
is

equally imperative for civil society
organizations, youth groups and
all

other

stakeholders

to

also

acknowledge and organize events
that

promote

transparency

and

accountability. I believe that even
more events like this are necessary
in the future to encourage dialogue
and promote awareness.

-Syed Kausar Abbas
Executive Director, Sustainable
Social Development
Organization
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their thoughts be heard by the
mainstream media, and the general
public.
Many
participants
carried
placards articulating messages against
corruption, bringing to attention the
utter destruction corruption brings to
society, with its far-reaching effects
that
destroy
institutions,
legal
processes and public trust. Throughout
Pakistan, it was a very welcoming sight
to see women and youth take centerstage and enthusiastically participate
in
this
event.
Moreover,
the
participants raised slogans against
corruption such as “Corruption free is
the way to be” and “Corruption aik
lanat hai [Corruption is a curse]”, to
express the disdain they felt at the
intense permeation of corruption into
many of Pakistan’s institutions and
decision-making
bodies,
hampering
development and suppressing common
citizens.
Numerous participants expressed their
gratitude to SSDO for organizing such
an event where people from all walks of
life could gather together to raise their
voices
against
the
menace
of
corruption and allow them a platform
to verbalize their thoughts. Resultantly,
there were calls for similar events to be
arranged in the future, so that citizens
could once again gather together and
provide a collaborative and united
front to demonstrate their power in
numbers and initiate public policy
dialogue.
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FACT SHEET

9th
DECEMBER
2021

LOCATIONS

Islamabad
Lahore
Karachi
Sukkur
Bahawalpur
Multan
Fatima Jinnah
Women University
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ISLAMABAD

INTERNATIONAL ANTI -CORRUPTION DAY

PICTORIALS

PAGE 05

KARACHI

LAHORE

MULTAN
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BAHAWALPUR

SUKKUR

FATIMA JINNAH
WOMEN UNIVERSITY
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WAY
FORWARD
Corruption is a major challenge that
Pakistan is facing as nation, and its
ramifications have permeated into
all spheres of our society. To tackle
this head-on, and to
ensure
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accountability and transparency,
SSDO is fully dedicated to deploying
a multi-sectoral and collaborative
approach by bringing on board
parliamentarians,
civil
society
organizations, lawyers, journalists,
activists,
academia
and
youth
networks to work together to
eradicate this social evil.
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