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PUNJAB, SINDH AND ISLAMABAD
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The pressing issue of social safety of women and
children remained unaddressed in its due right as
it is evident in the graphical representation above:
as the number of cases of violence against women
and children has risen. Across the eight indicators,
there is seen a hike in the number of crimes
perpetrated against women and children. In the
year 2020, there have been a total of 1422 cases
of child abuse reported in Punjab. Here we must
understand that these are the cases reported
(only). However, in the year 2021, the cases of
abuse subjected towards children were (1649)
which is 15% more in reported frequency. Similarly,
cases of child labour in the previous year were
registered as many as (227) which are 95% more
than in the year 2020 which were (116).
The frequencies of the ever-increasing crimes against
children varies from district to district. This social
deviancy has its tentacles being spread into the bustling
cosmopolitan lifestyle to the run-down city dwellings.
This despair social wellbeing of the children on which
the foundation of the future depends is laying in tatters.
Society also stands in the shackles of child marriage
and according to their mindsets, marrying off their girl
child would enable them to brave their impoverished
livelihoods. In the year 2021, 30 cases of child marriage
were registered in Punjab whereas in the previous year
only 1 case of child marriage was registered. This
colossal percentage hike is alarming. When we see the
number of cases of domestic violence against women,
we tend to believe that the personal space of the house
is not the safest for everyone. In the year 2020 more
than 500 cases of domestic violence were registered
against women. In the year 2021, this frequency rose
31% as 753 cases of domestic violence were registered.
In the spirit of protecting the honour of the family, the
victims (women) generally are discouraged to report
such cases.
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In the series of dismal social indicators, rape against
women too saw an increase. In the comparative
analysis of 2020 and 2021, we can see a 14% increase,
as the cases of rape rose from 3772 to 4329. The
kidnapping of women was also alarming in both years.
Tens of hundreds of women were kidnapped and that
combined number touched 5 digits figure: 13855. This
number was surpassed by the number of kidnapping
cases in 2021 by 2628. This makes a total 18% jump
and gives us a total of 16483 cases. This social
insecurity rings an alarming bell for practical legislation
and exercising already laws in place. Similarly, the cases
of violence against women are overwhelming. They
stood at 7239 in the year 2020 and met with an
immense hike of 255 % and making it a total of 25751
case. Lahore remained at the epicentre of these crimes
with a record (5595) cases and followed by Faisalabad
(1726) and Kasur (1312). The debate on honour killings
remained unsettled and got a 47% increase in 2021. In
the year 2021, a total of 197 women became the victim
of honour killing: 63 cases more reported than in 2020
which stood at 134.
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Across all indicators in Sindh, the biggest increase
was seen in Child Abuse, where the number of
cases officially registered with the police
skyrocketed from 90 in 2020, to 444 in 2021. With a
percentage increase of 393.33%, within just one
year cases of abuse against children have
quadrupled. This is an incredibly alarming situation
as the vulnerability and susceptibility of children to
abuse is increasing, seen across multidimensional
forms of abuse including physical assault, sexual
violence and kidnapping. Another stark increase
was seen in Child Labour, where there were 11
cases registered in 2021, as compared to zero
cases registered in 2020. Child labour remains to
be a pressing problem in Pakistan, where the
intersection of poverty and overpopulation has led
to children taking part in the labour force. The
number of cases officially registered with the police
may perhaps be much lower than the actual
number of children embroiled in labour. On a more
positive turn, there was a decrease in the number of
cases of Child Marriage, which went from 26 in
2020, to 15 in 2021, demonstrating an almost
42.31% decrease. There are some factions of
society that oppose setting the minimum age of
marriage to 18, as they believe it to be a violation of
their traditional norms, however, there has been a
significant push in recent years for stricter
implementation of child marriage laws according to
the majority. The crime with the largest percentage
decrease was Domestic Violence, where the
number of cases registered fell from 369 in 2020, to
a mere 30 in 2021. This may point to the fact the
domestic violence is often swept under the rug in
Pakistan, as it as seen as protecting a family’s
“honour” and social standing. An interesting thing
observed in the district wise breakdown of data
received from Sindh in 2021 showed that there
were either no cases of domestic violence
registered in Karachi, or perhaps that data was not
shared. As the most populous city in Pakistan, it is
surprising that not a single case was registered.
Data on Rape of Women remained the most
consistent, with 238 cases registered in 2020, and
234 cases in 2021, showing a very minor decrease
of 1.68%. Due prevailing patriarchal socio-cultural
norms in Pakistan, it is assumed that due to social
stigmas and taboos, rapes are grossly
underreported. In terms of crimes against women
and children, the highest frequency was seen in
Kidnapping of Women, where in both years, the
number of cases were in triple digits. In fact, there
was a staggering 94.68% increase from 1334 cases
registered in 2020, to 2597 cases 2021, resulting in
a two-fold increase. On the other hand, there was a
reduction in cases of Violence Against Women,
where the number of cases more than halved, from
548 in 2020, to 218 in 2021. In the context of
Workplace Harassment, there was no data received
from the government in 2020, while there were 109
cases in 2021. The greater transparency in sharing
this data in 2021 could point towards a more
serious attitude taken in collecting and compiling
this data. Another encouraging statistic was the
reduction of Honour Killing by 32.48%, as the cases
dropped from 157 in 2020, to 106 in 2021. However,
just the fact that honour killing is still taking place is
a major cause for concern. Amongst majority of the
indicators, larger, urban metropolitan cities such as
Karachi, Hyderabad and Larkana registered the
highest number of cases.
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In the capital territory, there was a striking increase amongst
almost all the indicators. The greatest percentage increase was
seen in Rape of Women and Violence Against Women, where the
cases more than tripled between 2020 and 2021. The number of
rapes reported went from 23 in 2020, to 97 in 2021, an increase of
321.74%. Similarly, the cases of violence against women went from
38 in 2020, to 165 in 2021, with a 334.21% increase. This stark
increase is disconcerting. The cases of Child Abuse more than
doubled, going from 48 in 2020, to 108 in 2021. However, the cases
of Child Labour and Child Marriage remained miniscule in both
years, with a better outlook in 2021 where the cases were 0 and 1
respectively, compared to 1 and 2 in 2020. Unfortunately, Domestic
Violence also saw a 178.57% increase, where there was a
substantial change from 14 cases in 2020 to 39 cases in 2021.
Finally, in 2021, there were no cases of honour killing in Islamabad,
an improvement from 12 cases in 2020.
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