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South Punjab Dialogue on Combatting Human Trafficking and Bonded Labor in
Pakistan
Sustainable Social Development Organization (SSDO) organized a “South Punjab Dialogue on
Combatting Human Trafficking and Bonded Labor in Pakistan”.
The purpose of this session was to create awareness on TIP and its impact on communities and
country, trafficking in
person laws, referrals
mechanism, and role of
citizens in supporting
government
departments
to
identify and curb this
practice. The session
was attended by 98
officials (including both
men and women) from
various departments
including District Administration, Home Department, Punjab Police, FIA, Labor Department, Women
Development Department, Social Welfare Department, Prosecution Department, Child Protection
Unit and Academia. The session aimed at focusing a discussion on the challenges faced by Pakistan
with respect to human trafficking. The session also highlighted Pakistan’s progress in to fighting this
menace and how the U.S. State Department's Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons
Report published on 19th July 2022 has now moved Pakistan to “Tier 2” from "Tier 2 Watchlist" as a
result of the efforts undertaken by the Government of Pakistan.

The session was opened and convened by Fiza
Mazhar, Project Manager, SSDO whereby she
welcomed all the participants and elaborated
on the purpose of the session which focused
on spreading awareness on the rising issue of
human trafficking in Pakistan and building
synergies
and
inter-departmental
coordination among various government
departments to encourage better and
coordinated efforts.

The session was followed by a formal welcome note by Syed Kausar Abbas, Executive Director, SSDO
who elaborated on the rising issue of human trafficking in Pakistan and explained how the US State
Department had earlier placed Pakistan in grey list because of the constant rise in the number of cases
of people being trafficked and smuggled in the country especially in rural areas of Sindh & Punjab. He
introduced how Sustainable Social Development Organization (SSDO) has started its project on
combatting human trafficking and bonded labor in Pakistan and playing its role by contributing to
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eradicate this crime from Pakistan.
SSDO is working to improve TIP
reporting and case management and
referral system in Pakistan. SSDO is
facilitating all stakeholders of various
departments including Police, FIA,
Labor Department, Social Welfare,
District
Administration,
Child
Protection
Unit,
Prosecution
Department and others through
capacity building and awareness
raising. He stated, “The main issue is
that there is low rate of conviction due to which the crime of trafficking in person is increasing in our
society. The traffickers are really organized and our in our surroundings, but we are unable to identify
them. Mostly they choose people who are poor and vulnerable, e.g., girls working in parlors and
children. They traffic humans for sex work and organ trafficking. We need to support victims of
trafficking by not sharing their identity on media and most importantly by providing rehabilitation
services to them as per their needs.”

Mr. Waqar Haider Awan, Consultant and
subject matter expert oriented the
participant about the legal framework in
Pakistan to combat trafficking in person
and also explained the difference
between trafficking in person and
smuggling of migrants which is often
mixed and hence the cases are misinterpreted. He further elaborated on
some of the clauses of the Prevention of
Trafficking in Persons Act 2018.

AIG Rana Ashraf elaborated the efforts of Punjab Police and explained how the department is working
with commitment to serve the people although a constant support is always required from the
government departments to
provide the Police with correct
data and statistics to proceed with
the case. He even emphasized the
need to sensitize more at the
ground level because he pointed
out that no case can be registered
or proceeded for prosecution
without the consent of the victim
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itself and many times the victim chooses not to report the case due to which less cases reported,
registered and prosecuted.
Chaudhry Ali Atif, Deputy Secretary to
ACS South Punjab identified human
trafficking as a heinous crime which
needs to be addressed as a priority
through coordinated efforts at every
level and endorsed the Punjab
government in strengthening capacity of
officials at provincial level and spreading
awareness among the masses.

Mansoor Akbar Kundi, Vice Chancellor Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan addressed the session
emphasizing the importance of raising
awareness among the youth who are most
vulnerable to this heinous crime as they are
lured by the traffickers through job offers in
countries outside Pakistan. hence in the
pursuit of building a career and be able to
rise above the poverty line and provide a
better future for themselves and their
families, these young people are trafficked
and smuggled.
The event produced some positive
outcomes as the stakeholders involved showed enthusiasm on working on the issue and suggested
many different ways on joining hands not only at department level but from all the different field to
together come forward and play their respective roles in combatting the issue of human trafficking.
The academia unanimously agreed to write and publish research highlighting case studies and
solutions to influence the government to work more on the issue of human trafficking.
The South Punjab Education Department explained how they have started working on the segregation
of the children who work to support their families. They suggested that they need support from the
Social Welfare Department, NGOs and other law enforcement agencies and child protection
department to provide them with more data and help locate more of such children so that they can
be provided some vocational training skills along with basic education to make their work earning
better and skill based. Also, they suggested to provide the families of such children an equivalent
amount as a support so that they let their children study and seek training.
Further it was suggested by some stakeholders to provide psychological support to the victims and
sufferers to help them recover from the trauma they faced and provide with vocational trainings to
help them earn a living to survive independently in the society.
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Event Pictures
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