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BACKGROUND
On December 16th, 2021, SSDO honoured the memories of sacrifices of the
innocent martyrs of the Army Public School, Peshawar. The incident led to the loss
of 149 lives, including 132 children. The incident shocked the nation to its core, and
received condemnations on a national and international scale. Seven years on, the
pain is still deeply felt.

PEACE WALKS ARRANGED
BY SSDO
On the 7th anniversary of the 2014 APS
Peshawar incident, SSDO organized
candlelight vigils in various cities of
Pakistan including Islamabad, Lahore,
Karachi, Sukkur, Multan and Bahawalpur.
The events were mainly attended in
droves by members of the civil society,
youth, students, activists, transgenders,
journalists, lawyers and academics.
The mood of the events was deeply
sombre and gloomy as seven years later,
the scars left by the incident are too
deep to ever forget what happened. One
of the placards displayed summed up the
feelings of the participants succinctly,
“We will not forget and we will never
forgive”. For many, this was a lifechanging event, imprinted on their
minds for eternity. One participant at
the event, a mother, stated, “Ever since
that day, I have never been able to feel
that my children are safe at school. All
these years later, I still feel the same.”

The pain was a common thread
uniting
all
participants
that
participated in this event, as this was
a shared trauma that the entire
nation felt. The majority expressed
that since they could not move on
from the event, they could not even
imagine the sorrow that the family
and friends of the martyrs felt. In
fact, they stressed that it was
imperative to never forget this
horrific event, as it is a stark
reminder
of
the
effects
of
intolerance and violence in society.
This must also be a reiterative act for
the government to take serious
measures to address the issues of
extremism, intolerance and related
violence from society and take strict
measures to ensure that such events
do not happen again. In the end,
there were calls that the families of
the martyrs be provided continued
emotional
support
and
grief
counseling to ensure them that the
citizens
of
Pakistan
have
not
forgotten them.
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CONCLUSION

WAY
FORWARD
The
participants
urged
the
governments and law enforcement
authorities
to
ensure
implementation of relevant legal
framework to end all forms of
violence against citizens especially
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children. Violent extremism cannot
be tolerated in society. SSDO also
urges all citizens to pledge to work
towards a Pakistan where tolerance
and harmony are the defining
characteristics, and all factions
regardless of religious, ethnic, and
ideological differences can coexist.
We call upon the government to
ensure that security policies are
ensured, while we also want to state
that we remain in solidarity with
the family members of the martyrs.
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